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Challenges concerning social support for social care
facility leavers

Masako YOKOBORI

Currently, in Japan, there are more than 40,000 children who, due to various
personal reasons, require social care and are living and growing up in children’s
institutions and foster families away from their natural families. There are also cases in
which they return to their natural families and resume family life, but if that is not
possible, they will leave the institutions where they were brought up at the age of 18.
Even now, there are still deeply-rooted challenges concerning support for the
independence of such care facility leavers. Although efforts have been made to improve
the system with regard to supporting children’s independence and the follow-up care of
care facility leavers, this support and follow-up care is still insufficient. Consideration
and sharing of cases of independence support as well as consideration regarding the
state of upbringing continue to be carried out.

On the other hand, initiatives to give the children in question “voices” and listen
to their opinions are being carried out and the relevant parties are also trying to
implement advocacy. I reviewed and considered what can be done during the period of
upbringing until the age of 18 and the state of support required for securing care

facility leavers’ independence and lifestyle stability.

Keywords: social child care, care leaver, independence, ambiguous loss, advocacy
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