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Metropolis Reportage on Modern Impoverishment:
Charles Dickens, Iwagoro Matsubara,

and Darwin’s Earthworms

Yoshihiro TSU]JI

Because the socially weak are the socially weak, it is difficult for them to gain
social recognition. People are not given names (or given names arbitrarily), are
exploited, and even their very existence is unrecognized. Charles Dickens, who started
as a journalist in London in the nineteenth century, organized struggles using all kinds
of linguistic rhetoric to build social awareness of unknown slums. In the sense of a true
dialectic, his writing surpasses that of Friedrich Engels as inherently social in nature.
This sociality, which attempts to elicit the intrinsic truths of the subject -- and without
standing outside the social relationship - can be seen as a great struggle in the history
of thought.

There is another trap in the perception of the modern poor. It is the trap that we
are not human without productivity. This also served as the basis for discrimination
between the modern proletariat and the lumpen proletariat within the poor. However,
the principle of productivity, which pursues only mass production and mass
consumption and does not carry out decomposition back to its natural elements at the
same time, is warped and unsustainable, and those who are involved in natural systems
of production are discriminated against and undervalued. Charles Darwin focused on
earthworms, which “produce” fertile soil by “reduction”. This is a transvaluation of
values that is important for the construction of a new sociality, to resist the destructive
power of capitalism which never takes into account the possibility of nature's recovery,
and to protect and revaluate the socially vulnerable who are engaged in the work of

restoring nature's power.

Keywords : Reportage on Slum Society in London and Tokyo in the Nineteenth Century, Charles

Dickens, lwagoro Matsubara, Reduction to (natural) elements, Metabolic rift of Capitalism
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