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Children’s perspectives on the stories which include plots running

counter to adults’ empirical knowledge:

(3 b
The case of ~Ampan-man
Etsuko Haryu (Aoyama Gakuin University), Sachiyo Fukawa (Kanamori Nursery School)

In fictional worlds, twists of the plot sometimes introduce outcomes which never happen in the real world.
For example, in a series of ‘Ampan-man’ stories, which are very popular among young children in Japan,
the protagonist often has his damaged head replaced by new one, and with this new head he behaves as he used
to do with his old, original head. The purpose of the present research was to explore why and how young
children favorably accept such kind of stories which run counter to adults’ empirical knowledge. Study 1
showed that not a few 5-year-old children thought that a head replacement was a cure method applicable to
human beings in the story, although they did not thought that the treatment should be applied to themselves in
the real world. In addition, the results of Study 2 indicate that children do not think that identity-relevant
properties can be altered by a head replacement. Based on these results, the reason for children’s favorable

acceptance of ‘Ampan-man’ stories was discussed.
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