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Parental attitudes toward child rearing and expectations for child as

determinants of other-oriented achievement motivation

Gakushuin University, Faculty of Letters
Ito Tadahiro

abstract
“Other-oriented achievement motivation (OAM)” is to achieve for meeting family members’, peers’, and other
people’s expectations. OAM is in contrast to “self-oriented achievement motivation (SAM)” that is to achieve
for oneself. The purpose of this study is to examine the relation between parents’ attitudes of child-rearing and
expectations for their children and their childrens acquiring OAM. 185 undergraduates participated in this study.
Their parents’ attitudes of child-rearing were measured by PBI (the parental bonding ir;strument) and divided in
four types (“autonomy”, “care”, “indifference”, and “over-protection”). Their types of motivation were measured
by the self- and other-oriented motivation scale (Ito, 2004) which had five sub-scales (integration of OAM and
SAM, SAM priority, SAM as an ultimate motive, perceived negative aspect of OAM, and OAM priority). The
results showed that “care” group had the highest score and “over-protection” group had the lowest score in
“integration of OAM and SAM”. This effect was found only in mothers’ attitudes of child-rearing. In addition,
parents’ high expectations had positive effect on both acquiring OAM and perceiving negative aspect of OAM
(such as pressure). But parents’ expectations for their children to be accepted by other people had negative effect
on perceiving negative aspect of OAM. It seems that parents’ attitudes of child-rearing and expectation for their

children are important for their children's internalizing other-oriented achievement motivation.

Key word:achievement motivation, other-oriented motive, expectancy from parents, parental attitudes toward child

rearing
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