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Reconsideration of a swing towards conservatism regarding gender
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abstract

This study examined the phenomenon which is seen as a swing towards conservatism regarding gender roles of
adolescent women. We compared what adolescent women consider as the "ideal gender role in society" and "their
own desired gender role" to that of adolescent men, their parents’ generation, and their grandparents’ generation.
As a result, adolescent women thought it would be desirable to have a society in which men also assume roles
which had traditionally been considered as women’s roles. However, unlike their grandmother’s generation who
experienced the woman’s liberation movement, they did not wish to assume conventional male roles. Moreover,
they did not actively wish to assume the conventional female roles either.

The phenomenon seen as a swing towards conservatism can be considered as a phenomenon reflecting freedom of

choice in a society where the equality of men and women are considered as a given.
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