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Lecturing on the Peril of Marxist Thought

Kosuke Nishitani

This essay tries to describe the contents of this author’s lecture on the peril of
Marxist thought. This lecture has been given to students of the School of Inter-
national Politics, Economics and Communications and of the Graduate School
of International Management of Aoyamagakuin University for last ten years.

This essay first explicates 6 points of Marxist thought, i.e., 1. Promethean
Humanism of Marx, 2. Estranged Labor (Estrangement of Labor), 3. Religion
as the Opium of People, 4. Historical Materialism and Class Struggle, 5. Sur-
plus Value and Exploitation, 6. Proletarian Communist Revolution.

Then the essay points out the most problematical part of Marxist thought
stated in Marx's Criticism against the Program of the German Socialist Labor
Party (or Criticism against the Gotha Program) and in Marx’s best friend,
Engels’ An Argument against Karl Eugen Diihring, saying that the proletarian
dictatorship is provisionally approved until an ideal society is achieved where
class struggle and even the state are abolished. Why this statement is problem-
atical is because it is actually impossible for humankind to achieve such an
ideal society. As a result the proletarian dictatorship is fixed as the communist
party's dictatorship, which in turn leads to its oligarchic and finally individual
dictatorship, i.e., that of the survived leader.

This is still real in communist countries of the present. So liberal democra-
cies of the world are supposed to “contain” again such a perilous political

system in close mutual cooperation.

— 119



