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The Social Contribution as a Christian Witness.

by YosHmoBu ToBo

The church as a gathered community can provide the moral and practical support
necessary for its members to live out an ethic of property. This support includes
practical help for those whose generosity has left them in material want, but even more
centrally it is a matter of providing a context of intelligibility for decisions that would
otherwise seem irrational. Such a context must be sustained by ongoing community
activities of remembrance and hope. I would like to take Ohara Magosaburo's life and
work as a good example.

I think the life of virtue, friendship and happiness are tightly interwoven. Ohara
had three helpful friends: Yamakawa, Hayashi and Mori. They supported Ohara, taking
responsibility for Kurashiki Bouseki in the context of the Church and the social
contribution. Witnesses must exist if Christians are to be intelligible to themselves and
hopefully to those who are not Christians, just as the intelligibility of science depends
in the end on the success of experiments. I would like to introduce their friendship and

faithful works to the readers and make some analytical comments.
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