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Structure of “Popularness” in Contemporary Taishii Engeki: Preliminary Study

by TAKAHIRO TAKEUCHI

Contrary to its name, what is called faishii engeki now prioritizes the dancing rather than
the drama. This relatively new phenomenon seems to correspond, above all, to the historical
change of the fantasy that the actor and the audience share.

The best way to approach that fantasy is to create a comprehensive survey of the
contemporary popular songs used in the dance segment.

Because the number of objects are too numerous to be investigated, this study requires
the most “representative” theater as a setting.For example, the Mokubakan at Asakusa
qualifies. It holds a privileged status owing to it’s semiological markings that are identical to
the “minus” signs imprinted on taishii engeki.

The popular songs mentioned above also have their own “representative” numbers. The
fans generally refer to them as teppan kyoku, or standards-as-firm-as-iron. But, as a musical
representation, teppan kyoku is ambivalent: not only is it associated with specific opportunities
within taishii engeki but it also functions as a connection to the outer fantasy sphere.

This leads to the axiom that the structure of “popularness” of taishii engeki, which is
reflected in the popular songs of the dance segment, must be considered as a dynamic
interaction between two different economies of desire. In this case, a representation analysis
would be more effective than direct social research methods, such as participant observations
or questionnaire surveys. This is because representation is a result of conflicts between plural

instances of desire / fantasy, either mental or cultural.
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