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Taishu engeki as Public Theater:

Public Subsidy for the Miyoshi Engeijo in Yokohama
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Taishu Engeki as Public Theater: Public Subsidy for the Miyoshi Engeijo in Yokohama

by TAkAHIRO TAKEUCHI

The Miyoshi Engeijo in Yokohama, Kanagawa Prefecture, is one of the oldest theaters for
Taishu Engeki performances. When this theater was rebuilt in 1998, Yokohama City provided
financial assistance. This was the first time that public funds were injected into the genre of
Taishu Engeki. This note is aimed at reviewing the decision-making process of Yokohama City
and at comparing the said instance of public support with that of the Akashi Honmachi

Mihakukan, a similar recent case of public assistance for Taishu Engeki.

According to the minutes of the municipal assembly, the bill itself was approved with no
apparent difficulty; however, several conditions were set for the theater. In fact, only one of the
conditions was strictly observed. Nevertheless, there is no evidence that the concerned
authorities pursued this lack of compliance. This was supposedly because the rest of the
conditions were meant for another institute, the Geino Center (Popular Entertainment Center),
which Yokohama City planned to establish at that time as a complement to the Miyoshi

Engeijo.

The second and most recent example of public financial support to the Taishu Engeki is that
granted to the Akashi Honmachi Mihakukan in Akashi City, Hyogo Prefecture. In this case, the
subsidy was given in response to an application by a shopping street that runs the theater. This
can be perceived as a bottom-up procedure. In contrast, the community funding of the Miyoshi
Engeijo is an example of the top-down style. From the community or the collective perspective

therefore, it is a more delicate and complicated problematic.
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