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Urban History of Aoyama in Tokyo: 1950’s to 1970’s

by KA1 SHINOZAKI

This study attempts to focus on one important aspect which has been embedded in
contemporary cities through the historical point of view of Aoyama area in Tokyo.
Aoyama-dori Avenue has been played an essential role for the development of this area. In the
1950's, Kinokuniya, the first American style supermarket in Japan, was opened on this avenue.
In the 1960’s, it saw the foundation of VAN JACKET, Japanese Ivy league-inspired clothing
brand. In the 1970's, urban blocks along this avenue were transformed by the construction of
multi-use complex housing and cultural facilities. These elements have made great influences
on the modernization of the whole district. Tracking the changes from the 1950’s to the 1970’s
reveals that many node-like spaces, which allowed the interaction of various activities, were
formed and gradually accumulated both on the sites facing toward Aoyama-dori Avenue and in
off-street sites. Node-like spaces extended through the north-south streets crossing Aoyama-
dori Avenue, which is the east-west axis. By this process, the network of the nodes was
developed and today’s characteristics of Aoyama were formed. In this paper, I concentrate on
the case of VAN JACKET for its importance in the development of Aoyama as the district of
fashion. In the 1970’s, VAN created «VAN 99 Hall» as an experiment of the PR department of
the company. It is an important example of node-like spaces. This small theater was a place
where various people encountered, collaborated, and exchanged ideas. The important point is
that node-like places in Aoyama, represented by «VAN 99 Hall», were not planned by public
authority but made and run by private companies and individuals. Because of their privateness,
these places could react to each urban context with flexibility and uniqueness, which attracted
people.

By the analysis of each node-like space from the 1950’s to the 1970’s, I hope to present a new

perspective for describing contemporary urban history.

Aoyama Journal of Cultural and Creative Studies 16 (vol. 10 no. 1, March 2019)



