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Retransforming the Story of the Beginning of the World: From Ichijo Kaneyoshi’s Nihon
shoki sanso to Yoshida Kanetomo’s Nihon shoki jindai kan sho

by Victoria Stoilova

The article analyzes the interpretations of the story of the beginning of the world of the Nihon
shoki (Chronicles of Japan, ca. 720) and traces the metamorphosis of the exegesis as seen in
two path-breaking commentaries from the 15th century: the Nihon shoki sanso (ca. 1457) by

Ichijo Kaneyoshi and the Nihon shoki jindai kan sho by Yoshida Kanetomo (ca. 1502).

Focusing on the first chapter of the first volume of the Nihon shoki the Age of the Gods, I
discuss the methods and intellectual procedures used by Ichijo Kaneyoshi and Yoshida
Kanetomo in rewriting and thus retransforming the original Nihon shoki creation story by
blending components of Buddhist and Chinese philosophy to adjust it to the epistemological

horizon of medieval Japan.

As a case study, I examine the interpretations of Ichijo Kaneyoshi and Yoshida Kanetomo
surrounding the yin-yang dualist worldview on which the Nihon shoki is based and delve into
the metamorphic changes that occur in the discursive space between the Nihon shoki sanso
and the Nihon shoki jindai kan sho. The central question of my analysis is how Yoshida
Kanetomo has interpreted the yin-yang formative worldview of the Nihon shoki story of the
beginning of the world as well as the connectivity and disconnectivity in the hermeneutic

approaches of Ichijo Kaneyoshi and Yoshida Kanetomo.

The interpretation of Yoshida Kanetomo reveals an intense search for an original distinct
worldview on which the Nihon shoki can be promulgated to the status of a “divine text”
(shinsho). Thus the appropriations of the creation story of the Nihon shoki by Yoshida
Kanetomo as well as the connectivity and disconnectivity in the interpretations of the Nihon
shoki sanso and the Nihon shoki jindai kan sho provide for the foundation of the shift from the
medieval to the early modern discursive space exemplified in the Kojikiden by Motoori

Norinaga.



