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ON THIS SITE WAS BUILT THE DAVIES AMPHITHEATRE
1662-1682. THE LAST BEAR-BAITING RING OF BANKSIDE,
VISITED BY SAMUEL PEPYS AND JOHN EVELYN. TO THE -
NORTH FROM MID 16th CENTURY WAS THE BEAR GARDENS.
A BEAR-BAITING RING VISITED BY QUEEN ELIZABETH 1
AND REPLACED BY THE HOPE PLAYHOUSE. 1614 - 1656.
BUILT FOR PLAYS AND BEAR-BAITING WHERE BEN JONSON'S
PLAY ‘BARTHOLOMEW FAIR WAS FIRST PERFORMED.
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