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Summary

The Logic Behind a Justification of the Sino-Japanese War
— An analysis of Japanese newspaper claims over the assassination of the Korean
reform politician Kim Okgyun—

KOBAYASHI Mizuno

In 1984, just before the Sino-Japanese War, the Korean reform politician Kim Okgyun (4:FE3J) was
assassinated after leaving Japanese exile for Shanghai. Ten years ago, with the support of the Japanese
Government, Kim carried out political reform (The Kapsin Political change 1884), but he failed, he lived
in exile in Japan, but the Japanese Government treated him coldly. Ten years later, he was assassinated
by a korean. Following this incident, anti-Korea and, anti-china sentiment arose and was a cause of
the Sino-Japanese War.

In this report, I analyze contemporary newspaper articles dealing with this case and inspected how
these provided a logical basis for influencing public opinion to support war. In addition, I considered the
fact of “the friendship” between the Japanese and Kim, particularly with regard to the role of FUKUZAWA
Yukichi.

The news of the assassination appealed to the Japanese chivalrous spirit and the criticized the
cowardice of the government. It fanned hostility toward China and persuaded the nation that the coming
war was a holy war. The reports ignored Kim’s national pride as a Korean. Many newspapers demanded
secure the profit for the independence of Korea. Japan-Korean annexation were insisted on in the name
of “friendship”. It was insisted that the invasion of Korea was for the sake of civilization. It was not
considered to be a problem that this war was one of aggression.

Keyword: The First Sino-Japanese War, Kim Okgyun (the Korean reform politician, independent

faction, “pro-Japanese”), The Kapsin Political Coup (change), FUKUZAWA Yukichi,
Nationalism
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