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Summary

Images of Society Seen through Body-parts Rumors
WATANABE Yoshitomo

This paper is an attempt to investigate the relationship between rumors and the images of societies that
the rumors talk about. In the contemporary world many strange and dreadful rumors are circulated. One
class of these seems to be rumors relating to body parts. For example, in America and Europe an urban
legend of a kidney snatcher is widespread, in developing countries there is a baby-parts story which says
that ingenuous babies are kidnapped or bought by Americans and brought to America to butcher for use
in organ transplants.

In this paper three body-parts rumors are analyzed, namely, the urban legend of a kidney snatcher
in America, construction sacrifice, kidnapping and headhunting rumors in Indonesia, and the rumor of
headhunters and cannibals of Nigeria spread in Niger.

After analyzing these rumors, hidden features of each society are articulated. In America the wicked
is an individual and an individual trapped into the crime, and urban legends advise to avoid the crime by
one’s attentiveness. In Indonesia the wicked are outsiders, for example, state, national government and
foreigners, and they come to appropriate innocent resources including human life. In underdeveloped
Niger, the rumor says that in Nigeria migrants from Niger are headhunted and eaten by cannibals. It
says that in capitalist society, the wicked capitalist exploits their laborers to maximize his profits. These
body-parts rumors highlight the dangerous side of contemporary capitalist society in which humans
seem in constant danger of turning into commodities, of losing their life power to the market and to the
destructive desires it evokes.

Key Words: rumor, urban legend, body parts story, kidney snatcher, Indonesia, Africa, headhunter,

cannibal, capitalism
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