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Summary

Peacemaking and Christianity
Mike Sherrill

Jesus was a peacemaker. His mission of peacemaking began with his community of disciples.
They were the first Christian peacemakers. The disciples participated with Jesus in his ministry of
compassionate healing, patient teaching and seeking justice. Christian peacemaking can be understood
as faith active in love. God demonstrated his love for the world by sending Jesus the “prince of peace”
into the world (Isaiah 9:6).

In the Bible, the birth of Jesus is referred to as the arrival of “peace on earth” (Luke 2:14). Before
Jesus left this earth he said to his disciples, “Peace I leave you. My peace I give to you” (John 14:27).
Then, he told his disciples to go out into the world and share God’s peace, love and hope with all
humanity.

Working to transform the world requires a commitment to peaceful conflict resolution on international,
social and personal levels. It also requires a commitment to moderation in consumption and seeking
economic equity. Commitments like these usher in the dawn of a new hope for the maturation of
humanity. Christian peacemaking actively pursues God’s plan of peace and redemption for humanity in
order to foster a living hope in the contemporary world.

Key Words: Peacemaking, Christianity, Restorative Justice, Non-violence, Peace
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