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Child Care Support of Sweden, Finland and Japan
— Causes of different birth rates —

‘WATANABE Kanae

The Japanese fertility rate has been decreasing for decades. The same was true also
for Sweden and Finland until recent years when their birth rates started to increase. I
have investigated reasons for this difference by comparing child care support in Japan
with that of Sweden and Finland. One striking difference is the national resources put
into child care: For comparison, the ratio of social security benefits for child and family
compared to that of the elderly is more than 1/3 in Sweden and Finland but less than
1/10 in Japan. This, of course, explains to a large extent the financial problems of the
child care support system in Japan. Secondly, the primary purpose of child care support
in Sweden and Finland is not to increase birth rates but to promote gender equality;
birth rates have increased as a side effect. In contrast, the Japanese government has
focused on counteracting an expected labor shortage in its future aging society. It seems,
however, reasonable to assume that few parents are stimulated to raise children primarily
for delivering a future labor force to serve unknown elderly persons. Thus, the Japanese
government should reconsider for what and for whom child care support is intended.

Keywords: (within 5): child care supports, Sweden, Finland, Japan, declining birth rate




