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Dilemmas between Support and Self-Reliant Efforts
Promotion in Development : Case Studies of
Japanese Volunteer Activities in Africa

SEKIYA Yuichi

In this paper, the author introduces two recent examples of evaluations of development
projects by Japanese volunteers sent to Africa. The two examples suggest the existence
of a structural dilemma usually faced by the volunteers, namely whether to support or to
promote self-reliant efforts of the beneficiaries of those projects. The author recommends
waiting until certain solutions come from the beneficiaries themselves, just as school
teachers wait for their students to learn and grow, although such an approach is normally
difficult in the context of development aid.

Keywords: Africa, farmers, developmentaid, self-reliant efforts
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