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Christianity as Paradox: Sebastian Franck’s “Paradoxa”

NAKAI Ayako

Sebastian Franck (1499/1500-1542) wrote his Christian philosophy in his book
“Paradoxa”, “280 paradoxes or wondrous sayings” in the period of the Reformation. For
him the Gospel, the message of Christianity, is “paradox” for the “world” as Paul writes
(ICor.,1,23). Furthermore, the Bible is full of “paradoxical”, contradictory messages and
written also in a paradoxical style, which means that it is written in figurative expressions,
metaphor, parable, symbol and allegory. Franck emphasized that one must read it not
according to “letters”, but read it “spiritually” in order to understand its true meaning.

Franck’s understanding of the “Spirit” is influenced by Tauler and “Theologia deutsch”.
His concept of “God” is in the tradition of Christian mysticism. “Gelassenheit”, self-
denial and total dependence upon God, is important for him while judgment by reason,
independent of human authority, is indispensable.

From a mystical understanding of the Gospel, Franck conceived the idea of an invisible
spiritual church, in which members are dispersed to different places and churches. This
idea influenced philosophers like Valentin Weigel and German Pietism.

Key words: Sebastian Franck, “Paradoxa”, paradox, Bible, German Mysticism
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