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How the Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster Has Changed
Japanese Attitude Toward Three Myths: Nuclear Plant Safety
Myth, Earthquake Predictability Myth, and Panic Myth?

WATANABE Yoshitomo

It is said that the Japanese have two myths, namely, nuclear plant safety myth and
earthquake predictability myth. The former says that in Japan, a severe nuclear plant accident
will never happen, and the latter says that a big earthquake will be able to be predicted before
its occurring. In this paper, I inquired about whether after The Great East Japan Earthquake
Disaster these myths had been lost or persisted as before by the data of public opinion poll.
As a result, nuclear plant safety myth was lost by the severe Fukushima nuclear plant
accident, but earthquake predictability myth was not lost but weakened. Furthermore, I want
to assert that the third myth, namely, panic myth which says that people in disaster tend to
panic prevails and works more influentially than these two myths believed by the Japanese.
In catastrophes, decision makers sometimes withhold information because they believe that
panic will ensue. Also, panic is often used as justification. But, it leads to the failure of risk
management, because communication based on that presumption generates distrust and
suspicion among the people. In disaster situations, panic behaviors are rare, and transparent
information should be offered.

Keywords : The Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster, Japanese attitude, nuclear plant safety myth,

earthquake predictability myth, panic myth, risk, risk communication




