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Sunday, Jan.22, 1911
(......) T have been re-reading the life of Charlotte Bronte by Mrs. Gaskell this week. It is a
wonderful book. It is hard to decide whether its charm is due to Mrs. Gaskell's style or to
the real life of Charlotte Bronte—that woman genius whose outward life was so hard
and bitter and tragic. It is a dear wish of my heart to make some day a pilgrimage to
Haworth and see the old house she lived in and wrote her wonderful books in....

(The Selected Journals of L.M. Montgomery, Volume 2, 36)
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L.M. Montgomery and Early 20th Century English Literature:
Genealogy of Writing Women

ISHIDA-YAMADA Mihoko

Talking about L.M. Montgomery—the author of Anne of Green Gables—used to be a
fairly simple affair until it saw the rush of publishing of her personal journals and research in
books based on them around the mid-1980s. Now Montgomery has turned out to be a self-
inflicting martyr of the conservative Patriarchs that dominated Canadian Christian society in
the early 20" century.

By comparing her with another contemporary female author, Virginia Woolf, the author
describes the similarities and differences between them in respect to their attitudes towards
writing as a professional, feminism, and their inter-textual connections in the context of early

20th century English Literature.

Key Words : early 20" century English literature, novel, L.M. Montgomery, Virginia Woolf, education for

girls









