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Growth Strategy and Higher Education Reform in the Second and
Third Abe Cabinet (Part II)

AKITOMI Hajime

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the role of education reform in the growth strategy
of the second and third Abe cabinet, especially in consideration of “the plan of reorganization
of national universities”. This paper (part II) covers the process of how that plan was laid
down by MEXT and its committees which was highly influenced by the Council for
Industrial Competitiveness set up with the strong influence of PM Abe. MEXT and the
aforementioned council shared the idea that economic recovery and growth would be
realized by the strengthening of the human resources force immediately after the Abe
cabinet with a definite growth strategy was formed. This means that MEXT laid down the
plan of reorganization of national universities with a particular view of education as a
measure to raise economic power, rather than, for example, to search for truth or to create

well-rounded individuals.

Keywords : Abe Cabinet, Growth Strategy, National University, Education, Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)






