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A Legal Education for Female College Students

NOBUSAWA Kumiko

The purpose of this article is to discuss teaching methods of legal studies subject for young
women, especially based on the author’s 20 year-long educational experiment at Aoyamagakuin
Women’s Junior College.

First, the author has taken a different approach from an ordinary legal course in which
student learn provisions of fundamental statutes such as constitution, civil code, and criminal
code. The subject students were given lectures on selected legal knowledge and issues which
young women should study in order to survive in our modern society and were also required
to think and reply to questions related to these issues. This Socratic method is more helpful
for learning issues on legal studies than the lecture method.

Second, later parts provided specific content for these lectures and correspondence with
students on critical legal issues for women in their lives, for example, rape, criminal cases,
marriage, divorce, etc.

The author argues that these legal teaching methods are useful for college-age women to

understand legal studies and ultimately improve their thinking abilities.
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