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A Viewpoint on Research for
Socially Vulnerable People and Minorities (part 2)

AKITOMI Hajime

The purpose of this paper is to try to set up a comprehensive and integrated framework
for research on socially vulnerable people and minorities especially in consideration of the
meaning of “public”, which has usually been taken as being synonymous with “official” and being
opposite to “private”. According to recent public philosophy, the “public-common” sphere, which
mutually associates with the “public” and “private” sphere, is an arena for non-government
bodies, i.e. voluntary associations supported by individual citizenship independent of national
identity, and these organizations are the key to the resolution of problems for the socially

vulnerable and minorities.

Keywords: socially vulnerable people, minorities, globalization, national integration, non-government body




