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Army Chaplains under the French Restoration

Kobo SEIGAN

The French Restoration reformed the army chaplain system of the Old Regime for
the realization of the counterrevolution. The purpose of this monograph is to study the
activity of the army chaplains and their opinions of military society under the Restoration
by using the historical materials in the series F/19 of Archives Nationales, and to examine
the influence of the French Revolution and the Napoleon’s epoch.

What did the chaplains see in army life? They learned that the officers dueled
and kept mistresses, and that the soldiers were indifferent to religion. They thought
that Officers’ lack of sympathy, “respect humain”, and “bad books” were obstacles for the
propagation of the religion in the army.

The soldiers became pious Catholics in war-time though the army was immoral
in peace-time. Progress of research is required for understand better this interesting
change. Moreover, the army chaplain of the Restoration tolerated Protestantism. This
attitude is different from the Old regime. However, the analysis of the cause is also leff to
future reseach.

Keyword : French Restoration Religion Army
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