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The Argument of the Opposition Party during the Sino-
Japanese War

Mizuno KOBAYASHI

Summary

In this paper I analyze how the opposition party’s anti-government assertions
actually supported the Sino-Japanese War and how the party explained its own existence.
With respect to the war, the hard-liners saw themselves as supportive of government
action because the opposition party was also in favor of the Sino-Japanese War.

Although, with respect to the back and forth struggle within the Imperial Diet, the
opposition party saw itself as representing the interests of the people of the nation.

However, the national unity regarding the Sino-Japanese War severely weakened
the hard-liners platform for criticizing the government.

On the other hand, the common people were criticized by the government and
by journalists for lacking patriotism. Most newspaper articles of the time fanned the
flames of nationalism. As a result, Japanese people reveal a wild enthusiasm for the war.
However, upon close inspection one can find the rare article that reveals the complicated
feelings of outward excitement over national progress combined with inward concerns

over the harsh realities of war.

Keywords : the First Sino-Japanese War, Opposition Party (Hard-liners), Invasion of Korea,

Japanese Nationalism, National Unity
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