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The Revolution and Children in Russia
at the Turn of the Century

Toshimi MURACHI

This paper examined some of the effects on children, especially infants, caused by
the revolutionary regime change in Russia following the Soviet Union’s collapse at the
end of 1991. In Japan, those concerned with Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
are insensitive to the historical changes that occurred in neighboring Russia.

In the paper the following points were clarified:

1) During the 1990s, the influence of the Soviet Union’s collapse and the decrease
of the reproductive population could be seen in the lower birth rate and the poorer health
of mothers and babies. Then, in the early 2000s the negative impact of the regime change
lessened and the reproductive population increased. With that, the birth rate increased
and the health of mothers and babies in the perinatal period also improved.

2) The number of infants traced a similar course. However, various differences
were observed between regions. For example, the northwestern part, an urbanized area,
had the fewest children in the country. In contemporary Russia, illegitimate births have
increased as well as the number of one-child families. Also, the proportion of children in
poverty is high.

3) The effect of the reduction of ECCE institutions in the 1990s is even greater
now. The safety net provided by ECCE institutions is too small to satisfy parent’s needs
for childcare. Therefore, many infants can not enroll. Among the many types of ECCE
institutions, the common kindergarten is most popular, followed by the integration type
kindergarten and then the child development center. They are open for long hours a day
and for six days a week.

Keyword : Russia, Turn of the Century , Regime Change, Birth and Population, Infants and ECCE
(Early Childhood Care and Education)
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