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Consideration of the Form of the Family in Artwork

Seiichi KUBO

This paper tries to clarify a subject on representation of the family in light of
themes, form/formations, materials, and measures/techniques of execution by examining
an English sculptor, Henry Moore’s (1898-1986) works whose motifs are on family. Many
sculptures by Moore are possessed by art museums, and are set up in public spaces as
public art or monuments in Japan, so you can watch them at familiar places in direct, and
consequently it is possible to put your body in space where his sculptures exist. As his
bronze work “Family Group”, produced in 1949, is possessed by the Hakone Open-Air
Museum, I have observed and recorded it on film in detail. Based on this observation/
appreciation, that is, my experience and materials, I grasp the characteristics of his
unique plastic language and this work’s core of expression, and consider how he imaged
the form of the family and represented it. By doing so, I get a clue to clarify a subject on
representation of the images of the family as art works.

Keywords : Fine art, Sculpture, Henry Moore, concreteness and the abstraction, humanity,

The form of the family, A shell
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