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The Family: Symbolism and The Cinema as a Medium From
Lumieres’ Movies to “Tokyo Story” by Yasujiro Ozu

Seori TAKAHASHI

This paper on the theme of the Family will deal with the question of why movies
have depicted families all the time. This will be an inquiry into a study of the property
of movies that makes them a suitable medium to describe families. From the viewpoint
of what the motion picture born at the end of the 19th century aimed to achieve, this
paper dates back as far as to the sections and fragments of movies in the early days. At
the same time, it will sketch the genealogy of domestic dramas whose notable example
is the “Tokyo Story” (Shochiku, 1953) by Yasujiro Ozu who has great influence on film
directors of the world. From the very beginning, movies were good at depicting the
scenes of eating meals. This paper will clarify the reason why it is so and make further
consideration of this aspect.

Today, in many families, their members take meals individually and at different
times and places. To say nothing of breakfast, a lot of people in cities eat out three meals
a day. Nowadays eating at home, education on eating and eating locally produced foods
are recommended by worried people. On the other hand, there were widespread cases of
bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) due to the contents of feed given to cows, and
a foot-and-mouth disease which drew people’s attention and concerns on foods. These
phenomena are linked with the comment that global warming and food security are the
issues very closely related.

Various problems of families such as aging, social withdrawal, declining birthrate,
nursing care for aged parents, an increase in the fathers’ child care are confronting us as
new types of social problems in the 21st century. Behind the modern image of families
lie conditions and styles of working, social structure and educational problems. One of
the current topics are the phenomena such as eating alone and some university students’
eating their lunch in toilets because they do not want others to see them eating lunch
alone.

Through the form of the table, seating arrangements around the table, the ways of
eating, conversations while eating, and the changes in tableware and kitchen utensils, the
scenes of families eating meals provide suitable settings to express relations in a family,
the collapse or crisis of a family, or the recovery of a destroyed family. The “Tokyo Story”
by Yasujiro Ozu who devoted all his energy to the creation and filming of table scenes,
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is considered as the foundation of domestic dramas. By referring to the cinematograph
developed by the Lumiere brothers, the essential properties of motion pictures will be
examined.

Being interdisciplinary and inclusive, The Studies of the Cinema are a new field
of studies that have just begun. The cinema that began at the end of the 19th century
incorporated scientific technology, culture, arts, and industries in the 19th century.
In other words, it is the quintessence of what can be called 19th-century studies. In
addition, how the cinema has dealt with modern family systems will be researched here
by applying historical and sociological perspectives.

Keywords : Studies of the Cinema, 19th-century studies, Eating, Lumiéres’ Movies, “Tokyo Story”

by Yasujiro Ozu
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