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The Present Situation and Subject of Childcare and
Education in Japan: Results of an Investigation into

Childcare and Education Institutions
Hitoshi ASAMI

In 2013, the Japanese Government is planning to create “Kodomo-En” by
integrating kindergartens (jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology) and day nurseries (jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare). The jurisdiction over this new institution will be the proposed “Ministry of
Children and Family”.

The government’s aim is to change childcare and education by changing the
system. However, in reality, the plan is confusing and very unclear. In the present
research, the author inspected and investigated many childcare and education institutions
including recognized Kodomo-Ens in Hokkaido, Nagano, Tokyo, Osaka, and Okinawa. In
this paper, the author discusses the present situation and subject of childcare and
education and presents the results of this investigation.

Keywords : recognized kodomo-en, unauthorized day nursery, unification of kindergarten and

nursery school, kindergarten, day nursery
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