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Jacquard as a medium of expression

Mitsuko AKUTSU

The word “jacquard” is known as the material of daily life, but people recognize
it as the fabric with complicated pattern. This is the reason why it will be difficult to
understand the background.

The Jacquard loom using punched cards was invented by Joseph Marie Jacquard
in 1801. He first exhibited his invention at the industrial exhibition in Paris in 1801. Its
possibilities were spread immediately. The ancestor of the Jacquard loom originated in
China as a Draw Loom. The drawloom and the techniques were introduced in Japan
during 6th century with the weaving of fine and intricate silk fabric. Sericulture and
weaving spread to Europe through the Silk Road and contributed the development of
the Jacquard loom.

The idea of binary system of the punched cards of the Jacquard loom is an
ancestor of the computer. Nowadays, because of the spread of personal computers and
new application software, photographs can be woven with electronic Jacquard looms
which do not need punched cards anymore. There are Jacquard handlooms and some
industrial ones that are used by artists for the expression of Art.

In this article, I am focusing on the history of the weaving loom and the textile

which were and will be done by these equipments as a medium of expression.

Keywords : Weaving, Draw loom, Jacquard, Computer, Photograph
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