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Urban Environment and Art
:Art in Subway Stations

KyongHee CHO

In the nearly 150 years since theyfirst appeared, the subway systems that run in
major cities as a primary form of transportation have developed new urban
environments underground. Subway stations, given their highly public nature owing to
regular use, frequently use art to enhancethe user experience and to alleviate the sense
of confinement and closure. The Stockholm Metro in particular has relied on art from
its outset, and operated by the same organization that continues the custom to this day,
it has received worldwide acclaim for the number, scale, and uniqueness of its artworks.
Subway stations in Tokyo have run art projects for individual service lines in recent
years. While the degree of ambitiousness and quality of individual works match their
counterparts in Stockholm, artworks in the Tokyo subway system are not tailored to
the civil or architectural aspects and thus lack depth in the way they use space. The
two systems differ in the process of installing art, as the former is solely public and
benefits from the Swedish government’s cultural policy of supporting artists, while the
latter consists of both public and private operation. With this comparison in mind and
from my personal experience as an artist, I wish to examine public art in subway

stations and how art plays its part in and is accepted by society.

Keywords : subway, station space, public, art, design
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