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Establishment of the Royal Picture Gallery in Dresden
:Toward the Modern Museum

Fumio KANAZAWA

The modern museum originated in the Musée du Louvre in Paris, where the
royal art collection was opened to the public in 1793. However, similar projects were
undertaken in other parts of Europe during the course of the 18" century, of which the
Royal Picture Gallery in Dresden, established in 1747, is one of the most important
examples, both in terms of the scale of its picture collection and in terms of the overall
project. This paper focuses on the establishment of the picture gallery in mid-eighteenth
century Dresden, outlining the project in terms of its modern aspects.

Through consideration of (1) the picture gallery as exhibition space, (2) the
installation of the works, (3) the utilization of the gallery, (4) the related publications
and (5) the gallery’s relationship to contemporary paintings, we reach the conclusion
that the art administration in Dresden had a dual character: innovative as well as
conservative. This duality stands in clear contrast to the case of Paris, and may be

partly owing to the peculiar cultural environment in Dresden, as a marginal location.

Keywords : Dresden Royal Gallery, Augustus Il, Augustus lll, art collection, installation
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