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Oshiro Tatsuhio’s Two “Cocktail Parties” :

the Political and the Personal under War and Occupation

Naoko SUZUKI

Oshiro Tatsuhiro, one of the most famous novelists in Post-War Okinawa,
published a play titled “Cocktail Party” (2011) as a continuation of his short story
“Cocktail Party”, which won the Akutagawa Prize in 1967. Both pieces focus on the
political situation in Occupied Okinawa by examining the relations between Okinawans
and Americans, Japanese and Chinese, over a case of rape committed by an American
soldier. The play promotes the same theme as the novel, namely the political and the
personal under war and occupation. It also opens a new perspective by centralizing the
Enola Gay controversy of 1995. This article investigates Oshiro’s motivation for
publishing both “Cocktail Parties”, analyzing his narrative strategy, looking back over
his wartime experience in Shanghai, and surveying his ideas and thoughts about

Okinawan language situations.

Keywords : Oshiro Tatsuhiro, Okinawan literature, occupied Okinawa, gender
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