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Gentle Rule and Subtle Coexistence :
Dualism in the Role of English and Student Perspectives

Yutaka KUROIWA

This study discusses both the merits and demerits that result from the
widespread use of English as an international language. The study also tries to probe
into the perspectives students have regarding English. As for merits of English, we
examined the widely-held belief that English contributes a lot to the coexistence of
different members of the global community, and concluded that to serve this end, we
need to accept different kinds of English currently flourishing around the world known
as World Englishes. As for demerits, we reviewed three main issues that entail the
unrivaled usefulness of English as an international language, namely, inequalities
between native speakers of English and non-native speakers, “English Divide”, and
“English Rule”. On the other hand, the results of the survey revealed that more than 80
percent of the students agree to the idea that English makes a great contribution to the
coexistence of different cultures, while about 50 percent of them agree that English also
brings about the three problems mentioned above. In the analysis of responses to the
last question of the survey where the students could freely write their opinions about
English, we found that many of them are very critical of the English education they
have had in Japan. We also found that some students are very skeptical of the

exaggerated argument that English is a must for all the Japanese.

Keywords : World Englishes, English Divide, English Rule, English Education
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