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Looking for New Relations:
A Study on the Works of Kazue Morisaki in the 1970s

Mizuno KOBAYASHI

Kazue Morisaki is a poet and a writer. She was born 1927 in Korea as a second-
generation colonist. Her parents brought her up on the laissez-faire policy against
military education. She grew up an independent teenager. After World war I, she had
to stay in Japan unable to leave. She faced many hardships including discrimination
within the homogeneous context of Japanese society. In addition, she was opposed to
patriarchal tradition and male chauvinism. At times it was a struggle to live. She
groped for justification for her existence. In time she got to women with various
cultural backgrounds, especially coal miners and former prostitutes. In her writing she
illuminates a wide variety of aspects about women and various critical issues for the
reader’s consideration. She might be considered a pioneer of feminism in Japan.
However, she stressed not only women’s liberation, but also expressed a high esteem
for the sanctity of life. She appealed to us, the readers, to carefully consider what is
truly important in life in order to overcome material civilization.

I attempt to show just how thought provoking her works can be. This paper
aims to carefully examine necessity for restoration of personal relationships with others
in order for society to move forward in maturity. Indeed, interaction with people from
different walks of life broadens our horizons, helps us develops human relational skill,

and moves us more toward future-oriented egalitarian relationships.

Keywords : second-generation colonists (born and raised in former colonies), identity,

discrimination and alienation, womanhood, egalitarian relationships
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