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Aoyama Gakuin Women’s Junior College and the

History of Science in Science Education
Toshifumi YATSUMIMI

From the early 1950s, Aoyama Gakuin Women's Junior College has offered
courses in various subjects relating to the history of science. This paper reviews these
courses and their instructors over the period from 1954 to 2014. I note three reasons for
the solid educational emphasis that this college has placed on the history of science,
namely (1) the presence since 1950 of scientific researchers in the school's Department
of Home Economics, (2) their broad interest in philosophy and history, and (3) the
importance of recruiting lecturers with a background in the history of science. I
conclude by acknowledging the noteworthy contribution of the eminent Japanese
agricultural historian Hisaharu TSUKUBA (1930-2012) to laying the groundwork for

science education at this College.

Keywords : Aoyama Gakuin Women’s Junior College, curriculum, general education, history of

science, handbook for students
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