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Early History of Joshi-Gakuin: An Attempt to Emerge
Women’s Education and Christianity in the Meiji Era

Mihoko YAMADA-ISHIDA

In this article, the author tries to recapture the early history of Joshi-Gakuin, a
mission school for girls in Tokyo, which was founded by American female Presbyterian
missionaries in the Meiji era.

Through the narratives of foreign missionaries and Japanese alumnae of mission
schools, the author tries to demonstrate the historically crucial moments when
Christianity caused a vital change in the education for young Japanese girls. First it
served to deconstruct the women-oppressing patriarchal system which persisted in
Meiji-era Japan and give girls the equal opportunity for education. Yet the mission
schools gradually confirmed to the policies of both the Mission board and the Meiji
government to reproduce modernized, intelligent housewives who voluntarily became

efficient subjects.

Keywords : Japan in the Meiji era, Mission school discipline, Presbyterian missionary board,

advanced education for women, Joshi-Gakuin
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