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New Types of Families Described in Picture Books and

Children’s Fiction: Step-parents, Adopted Children and

Foster Children in Picture Books and Children’s Novels
in U.S.A. and U.K.

Yumiko SAKUMA

Families appear very often in children’s picture books and children’s novels.
However, images of the families presented in those books have changed with time; and
recently, new types of families dealing with not only divorce or remarriage of parents
but also single-parents, runaway parents, abusive parents, or adoption and fostering
have increased in children’s picture books and children’s novels. This paper surveys
how award-winning or best-selling picture books and children’s novels describe non
blood-related families such as step-parents, adopted children and foster children mainly
in US.A. and UK. Part 1 discusses how the description of families changes with time.
Part 2 discusses the description of step-parents in recent children’s fiction. Part 3
discusses how recent picture books describe adopted or foster children. Part 4 discusses
how recent children’s novels in US.A. describe adopted or foster children. Part 5
discusses how recent children’s novels in U.K. describe adopted or foster children. To
conclude, the authors of these books try to support the children in difficulties, and they
also try to tell us that love and time spent together happily is more important than

blood relationship in raising children.

Keywords : children’s books, step-parents, fostering, adopting, families
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