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Unconventional Families in Fantasy Literature
— On His Dark Materials series —

Hiroe SUZUKI

His Dark Materials is an epic trilogy of fantasy novels by Phillip Pullman (1946-)
consisting of Northern Lights [US: The Golden Compass] (1995), The Subtle Knife
(1997) and The Amber Spyglass (2000). Within its multiple, parallel worlds, the
protagonist girl, Lyra, aged 13 and Wil, around the same age, figure out the mystery of
particles called “dust.” The series is based on Paradise Lost (1667) by John Milton, and
the children, representing Adam and Eve, resume the order of the worlds through their
adventures. In the novels, both Lyra and Wil's parents are far from being guardians. As
compensation, the story offers several unconventional figures of families. First is the
“Gyptians” that protect Lyra while she is chased. Second is the world of “mulefa” which
are peculiar creatures with quarry skeletons. Their community life is so lovable and
harmonious that Dr. Malone from Wil's world finds it touching. Third is the relationship
between Lyra and Wil. Though they fall in love with each other during the adventures,
they have to be parted eternally because they live essentially in different worlds.
Similar to “the Expulsion from Paradise” in Paradise Lost, Lyra and Wil bravely step
back into their worlds by themselves holding unforgettably romantic ties that could

have been a matrix of a family of two.

Keywords : Pullman, His Dark Materials, love, family, community
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