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Life beyond Violence or Living with Unmediated
Otherness : A Critical Comparison of “animal” theory
and “The Leather Trunk” by Miyazawa Kenji, with Han
Kang (3+7)’s The Vegetarian (252 #})

Yoshihiro TSU]JI

In any comparison, what is identified for comparison? And what acts as the
mediator of such comparison? If these are theoretical fictions defined by modernity,
how is it possible to grasp their demise?

I will investigate the question of the “animal” as the ultimate human “other”
through examining Miyazawa Kenji's texts, while putting the problem of such a project
itself into our field of vision. While “animal” is the basis of self (i.e., oneself) for humans,
it is also an alienated other. Human and animal are equal as living beings, yet also have
a unilateral predatorial relationship. As raw materials, “they” are “nature,” but exhibit
an aspect of “culture” when referred to as cuisine. Regardless of how we may gloss
over this, it is the logic of gruesome killing. Usually violence is considered in opposition
to life, yet this is a pretense, and life itself is the result of violence. How is this
synthesis of the nature of violence possible?

This project identifies the worldview of Miyazawa Kenji, who made possible
literature of “all living beings” that rejects the anthropocentric worldview known as
personification, through analyzing Miyazawa's structure of thought in his work “The
Leather Trunk” while interweaving the ideas of Theodor W. Adorno and Eve Kosofsky
Sedgwick.

Finally, I will include a comparison with Han Kang's work The Vegetarian, which
investigated the possibility of overcoming the logic of violence in the female figure, to

consider the modern possibility of Miyazawa Kenji's worldview.

Keywords : the rise of keyword thinking and the decline of literal language, Miyazawa Kenji, “The

Leather Trunk”, Han Kang (8tZ) , The Vegetarian (*A1Z2|X})
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