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Method of comparative studies

— Thoughts from my practice of education and research

Ayako NAKAI

In college education today, in order to live wisely as individuals and as
responsible citizens in the global world, it is important to place emphasis not only on
education in special fields and professions, but also on liberal arts education. Within this
liberal arts education, studying comparative culture can contribute a great deal.

Thinking for oneself and using one’s own understanding without guidance of
others, which is manifested by Immanuel Kant's enlightenment, can be a motto for
liberal arts education today. In the process of thinking, the second stage is thinking
from the point of view of others. This is called “Pluralism” by Kant. Comparative culture
can provide an opportunity to look at the world from different perspectives.

Kant was a teacher in the faculty of philosophy, i.e. the faculty of liberal arts, and
gave lectures on Anthropology and Geography during the whole of his university
career. There are many aspects of comparative culture in these lectures. He held ideals
of cosmopolitanism and the importance of being a citizen of the world in the context of
history; he thought it important as a way to wisdom, to know and understand different

cultures.

Keywords : comparative culture, liberal arts education, Immanuel Kant
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