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An Introduction to the Aesthetics of Meteorology
As a Complement to the Aesthetics of Atmosphere

Takao AOKI

In dealing with issues of environmental aesthetics, thinking in East Asia has been
different from that of Western Europe. Especially in Japan, approaches to the subject
have developed through an exploration of the atmosphere of the four seasons and the
local monsoon climate. People concerned with the aesthetics of the atmosphere,
including artists and poets, have worked to develop a special sensitivity to
meteorological conditions.

By examining how the East Asian arts have made use of hazy or foggy
atmospheric conditions, we can enrich the aesthetics of atmosphere from both East and
West.

European arts have also shown an aesthetic interest in certain individual effects
such as sunsets, twilight, the sounds of a bell in the evening, or storms over a harbor.
Recently, Gernot Bohme, among other philosophers, has begun to advocate an aesthetics
of atmosphere as a new subject within the field of aesthetics. He has written about the
charm of various weather conditions. It seems to me his phenomenological approach
may be complemented with cultural and historical resources or interpretations from
East Asia.

The main aim of this paper is to integrate and develop the aesthetics of

atmosphere and environmental aesthetics with the East Asian cultural tradition.

Keywords : Meteorological Sensitivity, Aesthetics of Atmosphere, Weather Aesthetics,

Environmental Aesthetics
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