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Junior College Students’ Attitudes Toward Teacher-
Training Course

Miki UETSUKI

In this paper, we used questionnaires to examine the attitudes of students taking
the teacher-training course at Aoyama Gakuin Women'’s Junior College and the course’s
significance in terms of influencing students’ eventual decision to pursue a teaching
career. When they entered the college, students from the Department of Contemporary
Liberal Arts did not harbor a strong ambition to become teachers. However, their
teaching aspirations grew as they underwent the two-year teacher-training course. In
contrast, students in the Department of Childhood Studies had a strong desire to
become teachers when they joined the college. They aspired to become teachers at
relatively younger ages than the liberal arts students, and some of them hoped to
become childminders or get other jobs after finishing the course. These findings show
that the course contributes to the career choice of students in both departments. Both
groups of students were satisfied with the course. Moreover, 30-40% of students
transferred to four-year universities, with most choosing to undergo further teaching-
related training. Thus, teacher-training courses at junior colleges can be the first step in
encouraging students to consider a teaching career and evaluating their aptitude for

teaching.

Keywords : junior college, teacher-training course, students’ attitudes
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