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A Study on the Significance of Modern Japanese Public Libraries in Urban
Social Education Based on a Literature Review
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A Study on the Significance of Modern Japanese Public Li-
braries in Urban Social Education Based on a Literature
Review

Takuma NAKAMURA (Aoyama Gakuin University)

This study aims to clarify the significance of modern Japanese public libraries in urban social
education. In modern Japan, public libraries are regarded as essential institutions for social
education. However, previous studies have mainly examined social education in the countryside.
This study reviews the literature published from 1868 to 1945 on social education in urban areas
and finds that people across occupations have discussed urban social education. However, few
authors have mentioned the role of city libraries in social education. This study identifies several
factors leading to the neglect of city libraries in this context. First, authors rated Japanese libraries
poorly in comparison to those in other countries. Second, modern Japanese public libraries are
used only by a specific set of readers. Third, other institutions and local groups were valued over
public libraries.

Keywords : Library history, Education in urban areas, Social education, City libraries



