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A new face, a young person dressed with peculiar but simple elegance,
was sure to attract attention at places of public entertainment. The first
time I went to Ranelagh my habit was so singularly plain and quaker-

like, that all eyes were fixed upon me.
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2 Robinson, Mary. Perdita: The Memoirs of Mary Robinson. Ed. M.J. Levy. London: Peter
Owen Publishers, 1994.
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Romney, George. Mary Robinson. 1781.
© Trustees of the British Museum.
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Pownall, B. Florizel and Perdita. 1783.
© Trustees of the British Museum.?
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I wore a gown of light brown lustring with close round cuff (it was then
the fashion to wear long ruffles); my hair was without powder, and my
head adorned with a plain round cap and a white chip hat, without any

ornaments whatever. ([[F7E§%] 52)
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At this place [the Pantheon Concert] it was customary to appear much
dressed; large loops and high feathers were universally worn. My habit
was composed of pale silk satin, trimmed with broad sable: my dear
mother presented me a suit of rich and valuable point lace, which she had

received from my father, as a birth-day gift ---. ([[E488%] 52)
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7  Robinson, Mary. Walsingham; or, The Pupil of Nature. Ed. Julie A. Shaffer. Ontario:
Broadview Press, 2003. 16

8  Setzer, Sharon. “The Dying Game: Crossdressing in Mary Robinson’s Walsingham.”
Nineteenth-Century in Contexts 22 (2000): 305-6.
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Figure to yourself a form moulded by the Graces, and fashioned by a
studious desire to please; a countenance rather interesting than regular *--.
His [Sir Sidney’s] manners are so fascinating, so polished, so animated!
He sings divinely, and plays on many instruments with skill the most
enchanting! ----. He repeated several passages from the Italian poets, and
from Ossian; for he has been these last four years under the tuition of one
of the most learned and enlightened men in Switzerland. Born to
embellish society, Sir Sidney comes among us like a constellation; every

scene assumes new powers of attraction; every object looks gay at his

return! ([ # )V v HA] 95)°
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Sir Sidney Aubrey was exactly the being whom Isabella had described -
handsome, polite, accomplished, engaging, and unaffected. He sung, he
danced, he played on the mandolin, and spoke the Italian and French
languages with the fluency of a native. Yet these were not his only
acquirements; he fenced like a professor of the science; painted with the
correctness of an artist; was expert at all manly exercises; a delightful

poet; and a fascinating companion. ([ + V3 > 4] 95-6)
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‘At the time of Sidney’s birth, my mind was agitated by hope and fear.

9  Robinson, Mary. The Works of Mary Robinson: Walsingham; or The Pupil of Nature: A
Domestic Story. Ed. William D. Brewer. London: Pickering and Chatto, 2010

10 Ty, Eleanor. Empowering the Feminism: The Narratives of Mary Robinson, Jane West, and
Amelia Opie, 1796-1812. Toronto: U of Toronto P, 1998. 48-49.

11  Brewer xviii.
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The extraordinary will of Sir Edward held out a strong temptation to that

avarice which has ever been a prominent feature of my mind. Mrs.
Blagden availed herself to this despicable passion, and suggested the idea

of concealing the sex of the infant Sidney. I acquiesced; from that fatal

moment [ was the slave of her dominion. We travelled from place to

place on the Continent, ever alarmed, and perpetually in danger of

discovery. ([7 4 V3 v H L] 478 THEHR)
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In case of its being a son, the extensive and rich domains of Glenowen,

together with the manor-house, plate, furniture, pictures and library; and
the sum of sixty thousand pounds, to be paid when the said heir male

should arrive at the age of twenty-one; with the farther sum of six
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thousand pounds per annum for the expences of the board, education,

and travels of the said heir from the age of twelve to seventeen. *--.

In case the offspring of Lady Aubrey should be a female, the estate of

Glenowen and all the appurtenances thereunto belonging, devolving on

Sir Edward’s brother Colonel Aubrey, he bequeathed the sum of thirty

thousand pounds to the said daughter, to be paid on her attaining her

eighteenth year, with three hundred pounds annually for board and

education --. The reminder, deducting Lady Aubrey’s marriage-
settlement of twelve hundred pounds per annum, to go with the estate to

Colonel Aubrey and his heirs for ever.
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I. The first rule is, that inheritances shall lineally descend to the issue of

the person who last died actually seised, in infinitum; but shall never

lineally ascend.

II. A SECOND general rule or canon is, that the male issue shall be

admitted before the female.

III. A THIRD rule, or canon of descent, is this; that where there are two

or more males in equal degree, the eldest only shall inherit -*-.

IV. A FOURTH rule, or canon of descents, is this; that the lineal

descendants, in infinitum, of any person deceased shall represent their

ancestor .
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V. A FIFTH rule is, that on failure of lineal descendants, or issue, of the

person last seised, the inheritance shall descend to his collateral relations,

being of the blood of the first purchaser; subject to the three preceding

rules.

VI. A SIXTH rule or canon therefore is, that the collateral heir of the

person last seised must be his next collateral kinsman, of the whole

blood.

VII. The seventh and last rule or canon is, that in collateral inheritances

the male stocks shall be preferred to the female ‘-~ — unless where the

lands have, in fact, descended from a female.
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12 Blackstone, William. Commentaries on the Laws of England. In Four Volume. New York:
Garland Publishing, 1978.
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CUSTOM, from the earliest periods of antiquity, had endeavoured to place

the female mind in the subordinate ranks of intellectual sociability *--.

Let WOMAN once assert her proper sphere, unshackled by prejudice,
and unsophisticated by vanity *-.
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13 Robinson, Mary. The Works of Mary Robinson: The Lucky Escape, Impartial Reflections on
the Present Situation of the Queen of France, Nobody, a Comedy in Two Acts, The Sicilian
Lover, A Letter to the Women of England, ‘The Sylphid Essays’, ‘Present State of the
Manners, Society, &c. &c. of the Metropolis of England’, ‘Memoirs and Anecdotes of
Eminent Persons’, ‘Biographical Sketches’, ‘Jasper’. Eds. William D. Brewer and Sharon M.
Setzer. London: Pickering and Chatto, 2010.
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Had fortune enabled me, I would build an UNIVERSITY FOR

WOMEN; where they should be politely, and at the same time classically
educated; the depth of their studies, should be proportioned to their
mental powers -*. In half a century there would be s sufficient number of
learned women to fill all the departments of the university, and those who
excelled in an eminent degree should receive honorary medals, which
they should wear as an ORDER OF LITERARY MERIT.

O! my enlightened country-women! read, and profit, by the admonition
of Reason. Shake off the trifling, glittering shackles, which debase you.

O! my unenlightened country-women! read, and profit, by the
admonition of Reason. **-. Let your daughters be liberally, classically,
philosophically and usefully educated; let them speak and write their
opinions freely; let them read and think like rational creatures; adapt their
studies to their strength of intellect; expand their minds; and purify their

hearts, by teaching them to feel their mental equality with their imperious

rulers. ([ F1) 2 LED-H~OTFTHK] 159 FREEEE)
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14 Davenport, Hester. The Prince’s Mistress: A Life of Mary Robinson. Gloucestershire: Sutton
Publishing, 2004. 163-4.



