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Art and Religion in the Late Nishida Kitaro’s Philosophy: Focusing on the Three Uses of
Action-Intuition

by ManaTo FURUIE

This paper focuses on the later Nishida's philosophy and considers the question of
whether art and religion are connected, and if so, how. With this in mind, I focus on the
relationship between Action-Intuition and Artistic-Intuition, which is one of the key concepts
in the later Nishida's philosophy.

In this paper, I discuss the concept of art in “Artistic Creation as Historical Formative
Process,” in which Nishida's view of art is presented, with a focus on the relationship between
Action-Intuition and Artistic-Intuition, and consider whether they changed by his last paper,
“Logic of the Place of Nothingness and the Religious Worldview." I then discuss Nishida’s
final concept of religion in relation to Action-Intuition.

As a result, the relationship between Artistic-Intuition and Action-Intuition in art has
been clarified. In “On Self-Awareness,” Action-Intuition is classified into three categories
(Self-Conscious-Intuition, Creative-Intuition, and Action-Intuition), each of which is
identically intuition, but Self-Conscious-Intuition is discussed as a fundamental position,
Creative-Intuition as an active position, and Action-Intuition as a passive position. In this
paper, I have classified Action-Intuition into A (Creative-Intuition (including Artistic-
Intuition)), B (Action-Intuition), and C (Self-Conscious-Intuition), since they are all aspects of
Action-Intuition. Action-Intuition A and B have an object-logic characteristic.

Nishida's theory of religion can be thought of in a similar way to the model described
above. Religion can also be classified as the religion of awakening (Religion A), the religion of
grace (Religion B), and the religion of Nishida's absolutely contradictory self-identity
(Religion C). Both Religion A and B are aspects of Religion C. Artistic-Intuition is a
standpoint of object-logic, which is a standpoint of Religion A. This is a different position
from Religion C. For this reason, religion and art have opposite directions, but since A and B

are part of C, art can relate to religion.



