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A Study on Women’s Education and Christianity in the
Early History of Aoyama-Gakuin
Focus on the graduate Eiko Matsumoto of
Kaigan-Jo-Gakko as a New Type of Woman

Mizuno KOBAYASHI

This article focuses on the life of Eiko Matsumoto (Eiko Nagai), who studied at
the Kaigan-Jo-Gakko (a forerunner of Aoyama-Gakuin), which was established by the
American female missionary Dora E. Schoonmaker in 1876 (Meiji 9). It considers the
significance of today’s Gender Studies.

Eiko Matsumoto acquired the highest level of women’s education at the time,
worked diligently as a teacher and a Christian worker and devoted herself to volunteer
work. As a newspaper reporter, she focused on the Ashio Copper Mine poisoning
problem and insisted on non-war and peace until her later years. She continued her life
as a member of a minority group.

The educational content of Kaigan-Jo-Gakko, which formed the foundation of her
worldview, was at a high level comparable to that of boys’ education, and modeled on
the female seminary. The purpose of Christian women's education from Kaigan-Jo-
Gakko to Aoyama-Jo-Gakuin was to train dignified Christian housewives, teachers, and
Christian workers.

This educational philosophy had the ambiguity of drawing out the potential and
abilities of women and becoming the basis for women's liberation, and in contrast,
restraining women'’s freedom to the home. It can be considered as an inherited
educational principle of liberal arts.

In Japanese society of that time, in which male chauvinism was prevalent, women,
Christians, and newspaper reporters, all aiming to solve social problems, were exposed to
adverse winds. The life of Eiko Matsumoto, who lived in such a restrained environment,
is a different way of life from the Good Wife, Wise Mother type. She learned from
Women's education driven by Methodist missions, and while she embodied a spirit of

service and education, she was one of the women who lived her life to the fullest.

Keywords: Women’s Education, Christianity, Mission School, Good wife, Wise mother,
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