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The Process of Establishing a “Peace State” in the Imperial Rescript at the
Opening of the Diet: The Influence of Peace Thought Based on the National
Ideology of Prince Naruhiko Higashikuni-no-miya and Kanji Ishiwara

by Yuraka MoRIsHIMA

This paper focuses on the concept of Japan as a “peace state” (heiwa kokka), as found
within the imperial rescript presented at the opening of the Diet on September 4th,
1945. The term “peace state” comes from Emperor Showa's remarks at the Diet's first
opening ceremony after World War II. In recent years, the discovery of the draft for
said remarks has led to an understanding that the word was coined by Prince Naruhiko
Higashikuni-no-miya, who briefly served as Japan's first postwar Prime Minister.
However, this paper focuses on the Prince’s original diary to show that the idea did not

in fact originate with him, and considers from where he himself adopted this term.

First, through analysis of the original diary, this paper confirms that this term was used
as an appeal to foreign countries. Second, it proves that this idea was influenced by
Kanji Ishiwara, a general in the Imperial Japanese Army. Third, in confirming the
nature of Ishiwara’s idea of peace, it reveals a continuity between the postwar peace
state and prewar national ideology. Through this very continuity, the notion of a “peace
state” proved acceptable to multiple parties involved in Japan'’s rebirth—including the
Japanese people who had suffered in defeat, the GHQ who sought a smooth occupation
by preserving the Emperor of Japan, and the Japanese government who demanded the
protection of the national polity. In other words, this paper demonstrates that the
concept of the “peace state” provided a unifying national identity for postwar Japan

through its capacity to embrace a variety of confrasting ideological positions.

(School of Cultural and Creative Studies, Aoyama Gakuin University)





