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Japan Education Longitudinal Study: Phase II Survey Report

Hiroaki MIMIZUKA (Aoyama Gakuin University)
Hiroki NAKANISHI (St. Andrew’s University)
Noriko KANIE (Utsunomiya Kyowa University)
Yuko TARUMI (Musashi University)

Jie WANG (Keio University)

The Japan Education Longitudinal Study (JELS) began conducting a survey in 2018 in local core
cities with the aim of obtaining some findings that would contribute to improving the students’
academic achievement gap. Specifically, two grades, namely the fourth grade elementary school
and first grade middle school, were the targets of the first wave of the survey in 2018, and a panel
survey is now being conducted to follow the students every year until they graduate from middle
school. The survey consists of (1) a questionnaire survey for students, (2) a students’ academic
achievement survey, (3) a questionnaire survey for homeroom teachers, and (4) a questionnaire
survey for parents. Thereafter, we will attempt to comprehensively grasp the process of
educational inequality among students, to sociologically clarify the interactions between family
background, cultural and economic environments, and teachers’ pedagogy and teaching practices,
while understanding ways to address inequality.

Keywords : Sociology of education, students’ academic achievement gap, panel survey, JELS (Japan
education longitudinal study)
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