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A Basic Study on Public Library Committees in Modern Japan:
Focusing on Prefectural Libraries

Takuma NAKAMURA (Aoyama Gakuin University)

This study aims to clarify the characteristics of public library committees in modern Japan,
focusing on prefectural libraries, based on the literature published from 1868 to 1945 on public
libraries in Japan. First, this study reviews the laws and ordinances on libraries in modern Japan.
The results showed that public library committees were described in the notification concerning
the library ordinance by the Ministry of Education in 1933, and several prefectural regulations.
Second, this study investigates the adoption status of library committees in prefectural libraries.
Some prefectural libraries had library committees regardless of whether the prefectural ordinance
had determined it. Many members of the committee were educational personnel. Additionally, they
discussed the issues related to the library rules, the selection of materials, and the supervision of
other libraries in the meetings. Third, this study analyzes the discourses on public library
committees. Nearly all the authors regarded the foreign library trustees as the ideal systems,
especially in the United States or the United Kingdom. However, actual library committees in
Japan differed from the foreign trustees in their roles.

Keywords : library history, library committee, library council, library board, library trustee



